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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 6550 DATE PREPARED: Dec 3, 2000
BILL NUMBER: HB 1442 BILL AMENDED:  

SUBJECT:  City and Town Teen Courts.

FISCAL ANALYST:  Mark Goodpaster
PHONE NUMBER: 232-9852       

FUNDS AFFECTED: X GENERAL IMPACT: State & Local
DEDICATED
FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation:  This bill allows cities and towns to establish teen courts. The bill also allows
cities and towns, upon the adoption of an ordinance, to assess an additional court fee of $9 on certain cases
to be used for the establishment and maintenance of a teen court. It also provides that city and town courts
have juvenile jurisdiction if the city or town has established a teen court.

Effective Date:  July 1, 2001.

Explanation of State Expenditures:  

Explanation of State Revenues:  The establishment of a teen court may result in some revenue loss to the
State General Fund. This is because if teen courts are established in city and town courts, juvenile cases that
are currently filed in trial courts with juvenile jurisdiction may be diverted to these teen courts. Under current
law, in each case in which a juvenile fee of $120 is assessed and collected, the state General Fund receives
70% or $84.

Explanation of Local Expenditures:  Effect on Existing Juvenile Courts: If a city or town court establishes
a teen court, the number of cases filed in the trial court with juvenile jurisdiction may drop, possibly reducing
some expenses to the existing court.

Effect on City or Town Court: Depending upon how many cases are filed in a teen court, the city or town
will likely incur additional operational expenses. Teen courts are required to follow the statute concerning
juvenile law procedure for delinquents (IC 31-37-9). The parties to the proceeding are the child, the child's
parent, guardian or custodian, and the prosecuting attorney. Each party  has all rights of parties provided
under the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure (IC 31-37-10-7). Consequently, the court may need to secure
recording equipment and a court reporter to ensure that a written transcript is available from the court
proceedings and from any decision that the court makes. In addition, the court may be required to provide
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legal assistance at court expense to any indigent juvenile.

The specific expenses will depend on the establishment of the court and the number and nature of cases
processed through the court. 

Explanation of Local Revenues:  Counties where teen courts are located would likely experience some
revenue loss in their general funds. If cases are diverted from juvenile courts to teen courts, court fee revenue
collected by juvenile courts and deposited in county general funds would be reduced. Of the $120 court fee
in juvenile cases, the county general fund receives $32.40 or 27% .

The city or town may adopt a mandatory $9 fee to be assessed in certain cases. The clerk of the city or town
court must collect the fee of $9 for specified cases in which a teen is adjudicated by the court to be a
delinquent child. Fees collected are deposited in an account specifically set up for the operation and
administration of the teen court.

The clerk of the city or town court must collect fees ordered by the teen court in a juvenile action and remit
the fees monthly to the city or town user fee fund. The city or town clerk may retain 5% to cover
administrative costs associated with collecting the fee.   

If a city or town establishes a teen court, the court may use the informal adjustment program. Informal
adjustment program fees are to be collected by the court clerk and transferred to the county auditor for
deposit in the county user fee fund. The program fees are at least $5 and no more than $15 per month for each
participant. The establishment of a teen court may or may not affect the amount of revenue generated by the
informal adjustment program fees. 

A teen court may also use the county juvenile probation department. Although not every county has a
juvenile probation department, for those that do, probation user fees are collected by the court clerk and
deposited in the county supplemental juvenile probation service fund. It is not known whether a teen court
would result in more juveniles being put on probation. The initial probation fee is a minimum of $25 and a
maximum of $100. The monthly probation fee is a minimum of $5 and a maximum of $15.
 
The overall fiscal impact of this proposal is indeterminable, but would be based on local action.  

State Agencies Affected:  

Local Agencies Affected: Local courts. 

Information Sources: 


